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LOSS OF LIFE ABOARD THE UNINSPECTED PASSENGER VESSEL 
ALMOST HEAVEN WHILE CONDUCTING PARASAIL 

OPERATIONS IN LONGBOAT PASS, FLORIDA ON JUNE 27, 2011 

ACTION BY THE COMMANDANT 

The record and the report of the investigation convened for the subject casualty have been 
reviewed. The record and the report, including the findings of fact, analysis, conclusions, and 
recommendations are approved subject to the following comments. This marine casualty 
investigation is closed. 

ACTION ON RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendation 1: It is recommended that the Commandant of the Coast Guard, along with 
parasail industry professionals, conduct a review of best safety practices and operating standards 
published by parasail safety organizations to create a mutually agreed upon set of guidelines for 
parasail operators. It is recommended that the consolidated operational guidelines be 
incorporated into federal regulations. 

Recommendation 2: It is recommended that the Commandant of the Coast Guard immediately 
conduct an outreach effort to parasailing operators recommending immediate review of policies 
for techniques to recover passengers who enter the water unplanned after a loss of propulsion. 
The outreach effort should stress the importance to strict adherence to recommended techniques 

established by parasail safety organizations. 

Recommendation 3: It is recommended that the Commandant of the Coast Guard make use of 
marine inspectors to educate parasail operators of the implication of marine casualties occurring 
during parasail operations. 

Recommendation 4: It is recommended that the Commandant of the Coast Guard review 
licensing criteria for parasail operators and crew to determine if additional licensing 
endorsements should be applied. By its nature, parasailing requires crews to perform tasks not 
associated with the operations of a traditional passenger vessel. Through education and testing 
of proficiency, Coast Guard credentialed mariners can gain a better understanding of the 
dynamics of a parasail vessel. 























       
         

        

 
   

           
    

              
           

             
            

       

               
            

   

               
            
              

           
            

     

              
          

 

               
              

           
     

               
           

   

           

          

 

 




